Vista Murrieta High School Performing Arts Department
Syllabus and Course Requirements

Instructor: Mr. Cory Finch

Email: cfinch@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Website: www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/vmhs/staff/cfinch/
Course Name: Drama I

Course Number: 6500

Description: This course meets the one-year UC/CSU and District graduation requirements for Visual and Performing Arts. Drama activities focus on orientation to the stage, performance standards, novice live improvisation, and entry-level understanding of character development as well as theatrical terminology. 

Class Conduct & Expectations: Students are expected to be in their seat when the bell rings. Attendance is taken at that time, if you are out of your seat you will be marked absent. Come to class prepared: Bring all necessary materials to class each day (pen, pencil, journal, textbook, reading book, etc). Complete all assignments, homework and activities in a timely fashion. Late work will be marked down 10% of points possible for each class day it is missing. Maintain appropriate classroom behavior to encourage a safe, positive environment in which optimum learning can take place. Follow all school rules (as well as classroom rules) including but not limited to: Dress Code, Electronic devices, Tardiness and Truancies. No food, drink or gum allowed at any time in class. Restroom visits should be taken care of during passing period.
Attendance: Absence from class can only have a harmful effect on student progress and grades. Punctuality is a trait worthy of development in every student. We will follow the school procedures for absences, truancies and tardiness. Students with TEN or more absences may receive a failing semester grade. Continuing tardiness may result in detention as well as a lowered citizenship grade.

Student Evaluation: All assignments will be assigned a point value and students will be awarded points based upon their willingness to participate, conduct, work completed and quality of work. Semester grades will be based on a standard percentage system.

90% - 100% 
= A

80% - 89% 
= B

70% - 79%       = C

60% - 69% 
= D

59% or below
= F
Homework: Students will be assigned homework. To receive credit all work must be handed in on time. LATE WORK WILL BE MARKED DOWN each day it is missing! Exception to this is an excused absence on the day of collection or prior arrangement with the instructor. Students returning from an excused absence have one school day in which to make up missed assignments. Work cannot be made up if the absence is unexcused or a truancy. Exams, quizzes and in class projects not made up within this time will be recorded as a zero unless other arrangements are made with the instructor. Each student is responsible for obtaining any work missed due to absence. The instructor will NOT seek you out.

Participation: This class is participation based and your grade is affected by your positive participation. Students earn points each class day for coming to class, being on time, actively and willingly taking part in classroom activities and assignments. Students choosing NOT to participate or disrupt/take away from others will have points deducted from their daily total; this includes students who choose to bring food, drink (water is acceptable), GUM or their electronic devices.

Semester Grade Breakdown:

Participation / CLASSwork: Attending class regularly and on-time, actively engaged in class discussion/activity, positive attitude and use of class time. Demonstrating C.L.A.S.S. on a regular basis!

Performances: In-class performances of a variety of styles including: Oral Interpretation, Pantomime, Improvisation,  Monologues and Scene Work.
Written Work: Character and Scene analysis, journal entries, notation of blocking (actions) for performance, peer and self evaluations.

Test / Quizzes: Vocabulary, Theatre History

Play Reports/Research Project: Students will write reports on full length plays they have read in class and analyze and apply what they have read to research and prepare what they think would be good for our future productions.

Extra Credit (Not to Exceed 10%): Typing a critique of a live theatre production with ticket stub and program, Cleaning and/or organizing projects in classroom / Theatre, participating as cast or crew for a production, participating in fundraising efforts for Drama Club. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Student Name: ___________________________________
Period:___________
Student Signature: __________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________
